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Tr ack   

Left  to right :  David Carroll,  vice president  for environm ent  at  Lafarge North Am erica 
I nc. and chairm an of t he board of WHC;  Sean Fisher, senior env ironm ental engineer,  
Warren County,  Bridgestone Firestone North Am erican Tire, LLC;  Phil McCowan,  
environm ental m anager, Oklahom a Cit y Plant , Bridgestone Firestone North Am erican 
Tire,  LLC;  and Kevin Easley of Perform ance Track. Photo ( c)  2005 Lynda 
Richardson/ Wildlife Exposed. 

On Novem ber 15, 2005,  EPA and the Wildlife Habitat  Council (WHC)  recognized two 
Br idgestone-Firestone facilit ies t hat  part icipate in both Perform ance Track and WHC 
for their  except ional env ironm ental m anagem ent  and habitat  preservat ion effor ts.  
The special com m endat ion cerem ony took place at  WHCÕs 17th Annual Sym posium ,  
held in Balt im ore,  Mary land. 

Perform ance Track and WHC recognized Br idgestone Firestone North Am erican TireÕs 
Oklahom a Cit y and Warren County plant s for set t ing challenging environm ental goals,  
dem onst rat ing a st rong com m itm ent  to public out reach, and successfully  
im plem ent ing am bit ious habitat  restorat ion and im provem ent  projects.   

Dur ing it s f irst  three years in Perform ance Track, Br idgestoneÕs Oklahom a Cit y Plant  
report ed the following reduct ions:  

¥ hazardous waste per  t on of t ires produced by 21% ;   
¥ rubber and w ire waste per  t ire produced by 11% ;  and  
¥ oil waste by 22%   

The plant  also worked closely w it h vendors to essent ially  elim inate t he use of 
wooden pallets in favor of pallet s m ade from  longer- last ing m aterials. The facilit y 
recent ly  renewed its m em bership in Perform ance Track for a second three-year t erm ,  
and in 2004 it  surpassed it s env ironm ental im provem ent  goal of achiev ing a 9%  
eff iciency im provem ent  in the generat ion of hazardous wastes associated with 
cem ent  and solvent  uses.   



The facility  is on pace for securing form al WHC cert if icat ion of an 80-acre Corporate 
Lands for Learning Sit e by t he end of 2006. The plant  has been engaged in out reach 
effor ts involving schools, and com m unit y groups ( including a Boy Scout  Troop)  are 
now using t he habitat  as a m eet ing place and project  area for  learning and 
developm ent .   

Br idgestoneÕs Warren County Plant  achieved the following environm ental results 
dur ing it s f irst  three years in Perform ance Track:  

¥ reduced air  t ox ics em issions from  specific processes by 96%   
¥ reduced solvent - related VOC em issions per unit  of product ion by 6% ;  and  
¥ reduced waste to landfill per  ton of product  by 4% .  

I n 2004, the Warren County plant  set  out  t o reduce non-hazardous waste rubber and 
wire scrap by 4%  by t he end of 2006. The facilit y shat t ered this Perform ance Track 
goal in just  one year, reducing these wastes by 6% . By 2006,  t he Warren County 
Plant  plans to elim inate the use of two hazardous m aterials:  ethy lene glycol ether 
and t hiram . The facilit y m ade significant  progress toward th is goal in 2004. 

The Warren County Plant  has form ally  com m it t ed to protect ing 100 acres of land by 
rem oving non- nat ive plant  species from  the plant  locat ion and replacing t hem  wit h 
nat ive plant  species t o prom ote w ildlife diversit y . Planned act ivit ies include installing 
and m onitoring nest ing boxes to increase nat ive bird populat ions. 

"Working in partnership, WHC and Perform ance Track are creat ing opportunit ies for  
public and pr ivate facilit ies t o reduce their  im pact  on the env ironm ent , protect  
hum an healt h and safet y, and preserve w ild life habitat ,Ó said Dan Fiorino,  director  of 
Perform ance Track.  ÒWe believe these two facilit ies deserve special recognit ion for 
both set t ing and achiev ing challenging env ironm ental goals as Perform ance Track 
m em bers.  I n addit ion,  their  am bit ious habitat  restorat ion and land im provem ent  
proj ect s can serve as m odels for  current  and future organizat ions that  work closely 
with Perform ance Track and WHC to achieve exem plary environm ental result s and 
enhance w ildlife habitat  in their com m unit ies.Ó 

I n addit ion t o these two exem plary facilit ies,  Br idgestone owns and operates a 
num ber of other sit es and facilit ies that  are part icipat ing in Perform ance Track, 
successfully  m anaging addit ional WHC-cert if ied propert ies,  or both. For  exam ple,  t he 
Br idgestone/ Firestone facilit y  in Granit eville,  South Carolina,  was a recipient  of a 
2004 Perform ance Track Environm ental Perform ance Award. 

 


